
   

 

 

 

February 12, 2022 
Volume 22, issue 1 

Prairieland Koi & 
Pond Society 

 You  can pay your dues  now, they are 

still only $20 ! 
 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: Marlene Carter 

2324 W. Sherman Ave. 

West Peoria, II 61604 

February 12, 2022 at 9:00 AM 

ICC East Peoria,  

Speaker Ginny Gibbs 

“How Plants Saved the World” 

Directions: 

From East Peoria drive north east on Main St.. Turn right to-

ward  Washington St..and continue for 3.7 Miles. Turn Rt. On 

to Centennial Dr. for 1.2 miles then left on Lakeside Drive. 

Continue to the horticulture building. 
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This is the awesome cake we had for the banquet last November. It was a lot of 

fun as usual and we missed those who couldn’t make it, Maybe next year. 

Hoping your fish are as happy and bright as this fish is. With the cold winter, 

spring will come sooner than you think and then the work really begins. I’m al-

ready thinking of the new things I will be trying this year, keeping an ecosystem 

Living can be very challenging but by relying on our  fellow members, we can get 

through with flying colors. 

Our Speaker this month is our well-known Ginny Gibbs. Her talk will be How 

Plants Saved the World and you know it will be really good. Please come, It will 

make spring come sooner, I promise.  

Feel free to bring your friends. All are welcome. 
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As I was readjusting my net on my pond, this is what I found stuck in the net.At first I 

thought it was just a root but then I looked further and saw the rest  of the snake. I was star-

tled and called my neighbor to come help me cut the snake free and thankfully he came to 

my rescue.( I think it’s the banana bread I bake him). We cut him free and he swam away. I 

am glad we saved him, he is a part of the ecosystem, but now I’m scared of my stripped gar-

den hose. Yeah, I know I probably don’t have a 50 foot snake in my yard. Ha  I have read 

that garter snakes or ribbon snakes are important to the ecosystem. They love water but are 

very shy so you don’t need to get paranoid. Their timidness is probably why in 35 years I 

haven’t seen one.  

It is 2022 and a new year. We have some great meetings planned for this year and hope you 

can attend. Your input is really what makes this club work. We didn’t get any nominations 

for President so I am still here. We did get a new treasurer, Marlene Carter. She has been a 

member for many years and I know she will do a great job. As you know we did not get a 

product person but Greg Cantrell has offered to keep selling the product he has on had but 

will not be ordering anything new.  Greg said he has a lot  of product left so please don’t 

hesitate to call. His Number is 309-645-7161. As his product diminishes we will publish 

where to purchase the products either on the internet or from a business locally. 
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If your pond begins to freeze over and stays frozen for several days, it’s time to take action. 
Though breaking the ice may be your first instinct, it’s actually a bad route to take. The vibra-
tion of the shock waves can harm your koi. The first thing you should do is remove any snow 
that is lying on top of the ice. It’s best to use a broom to do this in order to avoid any abrasive 
vibrations that might travel through the water and harm your fish. 

Next, you’ll need to create an opening in the ice. The most effective way to do this is by setting 
a pot of hot water on top of the ice and allowing it to gradually melt a hole in the ice. You can 
also place a pond de-icer on top of the ice and let it work its magic. If the temperatures stay 
frigid, check your pond every few days and make sure it hasn’t frozen over again, and repeat 
the process if necessary. Another option is to gently pour hot water onto the ice. However, be-
cause koi are sensitive to temperature change, this method isn’t always advisable. 

If you have an aerator and/or a de-icer in your pond, this should be enough to keep the sur-
face of your pond from freezing over. However, if you’re using this equipment and your pond 
still freezes over, make sure they are working properly and there is no snow covering where 
the opening should be. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR POND FREEZ-

ES OVER  

POND TOUR JULY 9 2022 

Yes, we are having a pond tour this July and are very excited about 

it. I you would like to show off your pond please contact any of our 

board including the new board member Christian Rath.  Please just 

let us know and search through your pictures and forward them to 

us to possibly use in advertising. We need big ponds, little ponds and 

all those in between.  
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2022 General Meetings: 

 

February 12    ICC East Peoria                           Genny Gibbs “How Plants Saved the World” 

March 12         Luthy Botanical Garden, Peoria  Bob Streitmatter 

April 9              Rick Kolowski, Hanna City         Not yet but will be great! 

June 11              Lisa Carter                                    Bluebird speaker Herb Unkrich 

July 9                 Pond  Tour 

August 13          Todd & Cheryl Bong                     Stuber Landscape 

September 10     Greenview Nursery?                       

October 8           ???????????????? 

November 12     Tremont Community Banquet        PKPS Banquet 

 

2022 Board Meetings: 

 

January 22         Jeannie (pond tour, invite Christian) 

February 26       Simmons 

March 26            Palmquist (at Tres Rojas Winery) 

April 23              Lisa 

May 28               ? Memorial Day weekend 

June 25               Allen 

July 23                Jeannie 

August 27            Moreland 

September 24      Simmons 

October 22           Palmquist (at Tres Rojas Winery) 

November 19       Moreland 

 

 

 

 



   

 

JEAN CLARKE 

President/Editor 

6934 N. St. Mary’s Rd. 

Peoria,  IL 61614 

309-370-0460 

E-mail: Clarke.jl@comcast.net 

  AKCA  

Koi Fish Health Advisors 

Jean Clarke                                 

309-370-0460 

 

Karen Hofstetter 

309-699-5155 

 

Stacey Schadewalt 

217-358-2665 

             Officers 

Jean Clarke  President/

Editor 

309-370-0460 

 

Lisa Carter  Vice Presi-

dent 

309-694-9801 

 

Allen Kruger      

Web Master 

217-737-3646 

Marlene Carter Treas-

urer 

309-208-8060 

Margie Simmons 

Secretary 

309-696-7114 

 

           Directors 

 

Rick Moreland  

Food And Beverage 

309-694-5057 

 

Deb Palmquist 

309-6967114 

 

Jim Simmons 

309-678-5363 

 

Chairpersons 

Lisa Carter 

Raffles/Door Priz-

es/Special Events                                    

309-694-9001 

    

Cristian Rath 

309-212-9050 

Prairieland Koi & Pond Society 


